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formed a convenient conquest for Haidar. But he refused
to accept the condition, unless the Jftajch of Tanjore was
similarly admitted to the protection of the treaty. But the
English regarded the Raja as their own partisan and in-
cluded him in the treaty specifically as their ally, so that
he might tuot o\yo his aai'eiy to the inter-position of Haidar.

The Directors, writing to the Select Committee at
Fort ftt George in March 1769, said, that it was unreason-
able that the Raja should not contribute to the defence of
the Oarnatic and that the Nawab should be supported in
his claims, and that "if the Raja refuses to contribute a
just proportion to the expense of the war, you are then t-j
pursue such measures as the Nabob may think consistent
with the justice and dignity of his government. What-
ever sums may, in consequence of the above orders, be ob-
tained from the Raja of Tan j ore, we expect, shall be ap-
plied to the discharge of the Nabob's debt to the Company:
and if more than sufficient for that purpose, to the dis-
charge of his debts to individuals/'

To this, the Select Committee of Madras replied that
the treaty of 1762 had defined the Raja's obligations to the
Nawab; but it might not be politic to undertake the execu-
tion of the proposal just then, as an attack on Tanjore
might involve them in a war with Haidar Ali. The Rajah
had objected to the payment of his annual peshka&h on the
ground that he had maintained a great body of troops sent
to join the army. But the Nawab held that it was contra-
ry to the custom of the country for tributary princes to
make any demands for the maintenance of troops fur-
nished to the power to which they were tributary, while
they were employed within the territories of the latter.
It was added that if the Raja should persist in demanding
a diminution of his peshkash, it might furnish the G-overa-
ment with a just pretext to accuse him of a breach of his
engagements. But the Select Committee thought that, in
view of the doubtful intentions of the Marathas and of the
uncertain and unfathomable designs of the Nawab and
the possibility of the ruler of Tan j ore calling upon Haidar
Ali for aid, the undertaking at this juncture would be "in-
politic and unwarrantable". The Raja prayed for a re-
mission of the tribute or at lesest for a delay in its payment.